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A Visual Programming Language

for Describing Command Macros *

Masaya Yamamoto

Abstract

On daily computer use, users often give systematic command executions to
computers. A number of tools have been presented for reducing user’s load in
such executions. The majority of the tools are based on command macros for
automatic execution of complicated command sequences. However, it is difficult
for computer users to use such tools, if they have little knowledge of programming.

In this research, a new tool for automatic command execution is presented.
By using this tool, users can easily describe command macros by new designed
data-flow type Visual Programming Language(VPL). An interpreter analyzes the
described command macros , then commands are automatically executed. Using
command macros makes it possible to describe complicated command sequences
and presents ease to study programming.

This paper describes the design policies of the new VPL and its grammar rule

as well as the implementation of the tool for automatic command execution.
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